
 

 

 
Legal Subcommittee 
 
The Open Spaces Society’s legal subcommittee consists of at least three 
trustees, including the chairman (ex officio if not already a member). The 
quorum is two. 
 
Terms of reference 
 
To advise the trustees on legal issues affecting the society’s charitable objectives 
and, in particular, to do the following: 
 
1 To consider applications from members of the society wishing to taking legal 

action in the society’s name, or wishing the society to take legal action, on 
cases relating to public paths, common land, village greens and other open 
spaces and, in doing so, 
a) to follow the adopted process for reviewing applications for legal 

support by the society (annex 1); 
b) to decide whether to authorise such action, and the maximum  cash 

value of any such support. 
 
2 To determine applications* from members for grants from the legal fund for 

financial support with legal cases which are in accordance with our aims; 
these may include pledges to underwrite costs to a maximum sum of the 
case if lost. 

 
3 To approve applications for assistance with the funding of legal advice, from 

the legal fund, subject to the following conditions: 
a) the advice sought must be agreed to be of interest and  importance to 

the society or its members and to further the aims of the society, 
b) the application for funding must come before the expenditure is 

incurred, 
 
4 No money will be pledged or donated unless it has already been raised and is 

held in the legal fund. The subcommittee is authorised to pledge or grant a 
single contribution per case of up to £1,000 or the amount in the legal fund, 
whichever is the smaller, without reference to the board.  It must inform the 
board of trustees of the pledge or expenditure as soon as possible thereafter.  
Where the request is for more than £1,000 or the amount in the legal fund, the 
committee may consider the matter and make a recommendation to the board. 

 
5 Applications under 1 and 2 above will be judged against the following criteria: 

i. It is a challenge to the points of law in a judgment or decision, 
rather than to the interpretation of the evidence, 

ii. professional advice shows that a legal case has a more than 50 
per cent chance of success, 

iii. the case has national or wider relevance than the immediate issue 
being addressed, 

iv. the case should have the potential either (a) to set a good 
precedent, or (b) prevent a bad precedent from being set, 

v. the land or path affected has public value or potential public 
value, 



 

 

vi. there is strong community support and/or a resolution to proceed by 
a local committee or group, 

vii. the issue affects public not merely private rights. 
 
*Applications must be made on the relevant form in accordance with our Terms of 
Reference.  Both are available on our website at: 

 
https://www.oss.org.uk/legal-fund/ 
 

 

Members: John Lavery, Chris Beney & Steve Warr (ex officio), Kate Ashbrook, 
Nicola Hodgson 

 


